Excerpts From Archives’ Transcripts 

of Nixon White House 


The National Archives has cus- 
tody of recorded conversations in 
the Nixon White House and yester- 
day it released transcripts of the 
. remaining 60 hours of Watergate- 
related and other conversations not 
previously made public. Following 
. are excerpts from those transcripts: 

Hoover ‘Oughta Resign' 

On OcL 4 1971, Nmn, Mikh^ 
and Ehrikkttian discuss (heir cm~ 
eems cdxmt an invest^atkn being 
run by FBI Director J. Edgar Hmer 
and tekether Nixon would have to fire 
Htxiver cut the invesHgation ^ort. 

MitcheE* Mr. President, Mr, 
Hoover is tearing up that damn 
place over there and, uh, we have, 
as I know it's a difficult problem. 
Uh, but I want to tell you that I've 
got to get him straightened out 
which may lead to a hell of a con- 
frontation unless we find another 
way. ... 

Nixon: Yeah. 

Mitchelt ... because he has 
practically shut [Assistant Attorney 
General Robert C.) Mardlan from 
the bureau. ... 

President: I understand. 

Mitchell: . . . And uh, I don't know 
how we about, about how we go 
about it, whether we reconsider hfr. 
Hoover and his exit or whether 1 just 
have to bear down on him. Lead to a 
confrontation or what, uh— 

Nixom Well as 1 told you, I will 
start off that practice. He says think 
it's right. He says I know whenever 
you— you’ve gotta get reelected 
(unintelUgible). If you think that my 
presence is going to be really harm- 
ful. he says, I will resign. That’s a 
pretty, pretty nice way of saying I 
don't think I am harmful. He was 
talking about his support on the Hill 
and so forth and so on. 

MitcheE* Well, sure. 

Nixon: Uh, as of the moment that 
is true that he oughta resign, for a 
lot of reasons, he oughta resign, in 
my view ... he oughta resign while 
he's on top, before he becomes an 
issue in the current, the least of it is 
he’s too old. 

MitcheE He’s getting senile, . . , 
Nixom He should get the hell out 
of there. Now it may he, which I kind 


of doubt, 1 don't know, maybe, may- 
be 1 could just call him in and talk 
him into resigning. 

MitcheE' Shall 1 go ahead with this 
confrontation, then <m this uh avail- 
ability of the agents and titeir mate- 
rial? 

NixoK Sure ... I mean, I’m will- 
ing to take it on if we hare to do 
it. . . . There’re some proMems in it 
I mean, the day Hoover goes, why he 
goes out— you see, it’s like all these 
people that say, weU, the hell, they 
have got [Vice President Spiro T.] 
Agnew, change and, a certain area 
polls shows that Agnew at the 
present time would be liability more 
than an asset at a certain period of 
time. We know that Agnew can’t 
leave that ticket unless he does. 

Can’t do that. And the same is true 
of Hoover — if 1 fired Hoover, if you 
think we’ve got an upri^g and a riot 
now (unintelligible with noise) would 
be terrific^Edgar Hoover has got to 
go. If he does go, he’s got to go of his 
own volition— that’s «diat we get 
down to, and that’s why we’re in a 
, hell of a problem. And at the present 
time, I don't think, John, I think he’ll 
stay until he's 100 years old. I think 
' he loves it. 

. Mitchelk I think he’s just a— 

Nixom He loves it. 

MitcheE He’ll stay 'til he’s buried 
there. Immortality, The way he’s, 
the way he’s handling that 
department — uh. . . . 

Ntaom Yeah, 

MitcheE . . . this, this stuff’s 
gonna break , . . 

Nixom Yeah. 

MitcheE . . . around it. 

Nixom Well, can I, uh, can we do, 
uh (unintelligile) I’m willing to fight 
him, but I don’t. You see I think 
we’ve got to avoid the situation 
where he — he could leave with a 
black that is (unintelligible) I don’t 
think he will. I think he’s so damn 
patriotic and he knows vety well that 
(unintelligible) 

MitcheE He’s not, he’s not gonna 


Tapes 


blast us. 

Nixom ^ . . for us, but I’m, on the 
other hand, you can’t have him go 
out of there mumbling. What do you 
want to do? I mean, if you think you 
want him out, I’ll play the game with 
you, to him him in here and— 

Pulitzer Prize for Burglar 

On June 20, 1972, three days after 
the Wa^ate bimk-in, Nixon was 
oNe to jcke with Colson db&ut the pos- 
silnlky that the brendtdn would pro- 
duce a Ptditzer Prize . for snneone. 
Cdson ^ot^htpw present was talk- 
ing about a journdist, but Nixon 
wasn't . , 

Nixom (Laughs) No, no, you know 
what I mean, the guy that broke in. 

CotsomOh, Oh. /. ^ , 

Nixom . . . For Christ sakes, they 
gave the [New York] Times the Pu- 
litzer ftize. . . . That's my 

point They give Pulitzer Prizes 

for publishing stolen documents. 

CoEom . , . That’s ri^t, if, if you 
steal classified government docu- 
ments and print them in a newspaper 
you get a Pulitzer Prize. . . . Political 
party headquarters, you get pillo- 
ried,* 

Targeting Impeachment Ad 

In Bud same conmsatUm, Nixon 
and Colson took comfort in the idea 
that toe break-in might p<de into in- 
significance if a Generd Accounting 
C^e inoesHgaiion of an advertise- 
ment advocating impeathment in the 
New York Times turned out the way 
they hoped. The ad did not disclose its 
sponsors. 

Oolsom The Times is on very 
weak ground, I think. . . . They’re 
gonna argue that it wasn’t a political 
ad, yet right in the body of the ad 


was a request for funds for candi- 
dates who would vote to impeach you 
as president. So, they, they don't 
have much of a defense. Then they’ll 
have to disclose who paid for the ad. 

And if it turns out that that may be 
traced back to McGovern people, 
you, you can make this bugging in- 
cident look puny by comparison, be- 
cause that ad was placed the c^y you 


left the Soviet Union. And here you 
are coming back from negotiating 
with a, one of the most important, 
critically important meetings in mod- 
em history and they're placing an ad 
to impeach the president of the Unit- 
ed States. 

If that can be traced back to Mc- 
Govern, I think it would, make, uh 
eavesdropping at the Watergate Ho- 


never will, 

Nizon: 'Slight. 

Haldemam We've got a senator 
who wants a veterans hospital and 
we may give it to him. 

Nizom 's right. 

Haldemam And we've got another 
senator who wants something else— 

Nixon: Right. 

Haldeman: — wants something ta- 
ken out of the record, and we may 
take it out. 

Nixon: Right. 

Haldeman; But there’s nothing to 
do with Justice — 

Nixom Right. 

HaMeman: — you don’t know a 
damn thing about it. 

Iftxou ^ht. 

*Magnidcr Is a Problem* 

Fek 14. 1973, u4tieh ms five 


tel look like child's play. 

*We Know Our Enemies’ 

On Sept. 15, 1972, Nixon, Halde- 
man and Dean are meeting in the 
Oval C^ce. 

Nixom A lot of our own people 
come in here and they start sucking 
around the Georgetown set, all of a 
sudden they’re just as bad as the oth- 
ers. 

Haldeman: On the others, at least 
we know our enemies, some of our 
own, we think are our own, but 
they’re worse than ... the enemy 
because they just don’t do any . . . 

Nixon: They’re disgusting. 

Paying Price for a Nominee 

On March, 30, 1972, Haldeman 
meets mffi Nixon to ouSim efforts to 
confirm Richard G. Klandienst as 
athmey general 

Haldeman: He has an assignment 
from the president — 

Nixom Right. 

Haldeman: —which is to deliver 
the confirmation [of Kleindienstj. 

Nixom That’s right, at whatever 
cost. 

Haldeman: That's where we're 
crossed. 

Nixom Right. 

Haldeman: Now there're some 
prices which we can pay for deliver- 
ing that but you don't know a god- 
damn thing about it — 

Nixom Right 

Haldeman; —and shouldn't and 


— , 

weeks before the Nixon-Dean conver- 
sation ab(^ a "cancer on the presi- 
dency," Nixon and Ehrlkhmian wor- 
ried om iNtick of those under inves- 
^ation might talk to prosecutors. 

Nixom But really the problem is 
that one of these guys could crat^. 

Ehrlicbmam Sure. 

Nixom One of them could. The 
one, the one that could crack that it 
would really hurt would be (E. How- 
ard] Hunt 

Ehrliehniam Uh, yea, (Jeb Stuart] 
Magruder could re^y hurt in a dif- 
ferent direction. 

Nixom Well, Magruder, if he 
cracks, he goes to prison. 


Ehrlicfamam Yes. , 

Nixom Well, I— unless,' fie 
takes immunity — is that 
would do? ■ ; * ' - • 

Ehrlichmam Possibly ... 

Nixon: What do you think? 

Ehrlichmam There are several of 
those guys that, that uh, we’re re- 
lying on. [Haldeman aide and cam- 
paign treasurer Hugh W.] Sloan is 
not aproblem. 

Nixom He doesn't know anything. 

Ehrlichmam But, ub, uh, Magru- 
der is a problem of, uh . . . . 

Nixom Magruder knows a hell of a 

lot Let’s face it. Didn’t didn’t 

Magruder perjure himself? 

Ehrlichmam Yep. 

'Glad We Have’ Tape System 


On April 25, 1973, Nixon and 
Haldeman talk by telephone. 

Nixom But, ah, incidentally, I, 
you know, 1 always wondered about 
that taping equipment but I’m damn, 
glad we have it, aren’t you? 

Haldemam Yes sir, I think it’s, 
it's, just one thing I went throu^ 
today it was very helpful. 

Nixom Yes. It’s helpful because 
while it has some thin^’in there 
that, ah — j 

Haldemam (unintelligible} 

Nixon: — ^we prefer we wouldn’t 
have said but, on the other hand, we 
also have some things in there that 
we know we’ve, that I’ve said that 
weren't, that were , pretty good, 1 
mean. 

Haldemam That’s right. 

Nixom ‘This is wrong' and, ah, 
‘blackmail’ and ‘how much is this 
gonna cost’ and so forth and so on. 
Then, on the other hand, 1 said well 
‘let’s, as, we could get that, bat how 
would you handle it.' But that, of 
course, those are all leading ques- 
tions. I don’t know how you analyze 
it but I don’t know. .... 

Haldemam I, I, I really don't 
think it, it would be, if it all get, if 
that comes out, it's, it’s another 
hard thing to explain, but I think it’s 
explainable. 

Nixom Right. ! 


